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DISCUSSION	  –	  SECTION	  2	  	  
 
During the second part of the event and in response to Armine Ishkanian’s remarks, the 
discussion among the participants focused on the following issues.  
 

Armenia	  –	  Diaspora	  	  Relations	  	  
People spoke about ways that diasporans engage in developments in Armenia.  One 
participant asked why there was not more support for Armenia from the Diaspora. To 
which another participant responded by saying that many diasporans did invest after 
independence, but due to corruption and the absence of rule of law,  many diasporans  
‘got burnt’ in the process.  He added, “Armenia is not an easy place to do business, 
particularly for diasporans who can be viewed as cash cows”.  In response, one 
participants suggested that the diaspora should use its power to hold the government to 
account. 

 
One participant explained that one area of divergence is that here are different points of 
view between the diaspora and Armenia of which issues are the most important. He 
added, “The diaspora is mainly concerned with genocide recognition rather than 
Armenia’s current problems – of which they are unlikely to be aware.”  Another 
participant noted the lack of diaspora interest in problems affecting Armenia. She said, 
“While many people march for genocide recognition, a recent march in Paris regarding 
the July 2016 events in Armenia only had an attendance of 40 people.”  Some felt there 
was no solidarity in the diaspora – at least in France – with events unfolding in Armenia.  

 
A discussant asked whether Armenia should be helping the Diaspora– or at least helping 
the Diaspora to better help Armenia. It was noted that the Ministry of Diaspora does not 
fulfil this function.  
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Inequalities	  and	  rights	   	  
Several participants raised questions about women’s rights in Armenia.  One participant 
described the current situation and explained that as Armenia is in a state of No War, No 
Peace, there is a greater preference for boy children.  She said, “More soldiers are 
needed for national security and boys are also considered to be the guarantee of 
continuation of the family name.”  Speaking about the negative impact of sex selective 
abortions in Armenia, she described having visited a school in southern Armenia where 
there were schools where some classes had no girls as no girls had been born in that age 
group.  
 
Discussing the prevalence of violence against women, one participant explained that 
women in Armenia are reluctant to act or to support changes in society which they fear 
may undermine the family. She explained that women also feel shame and want to keep 
their problems private. There is some reason to be optimistic though, with the women’s 
movement growing stronger in Armenia, and a vibrant civil society – the diaspora can 
help through the channel of civil society. 

 

Governance	  	  
One participant raised the discussion about the legacy of the USSR arguing that it 
reduces political engagement.  This led to a discussion about how Armenia’s policies 
were now increasingly influenced by Russia.  Another participant raised the point of 
how lack of opportunities meant that Armenia has the highest rate of emigration in the 
former USSR. 
To which someone asked, whether having a diaspora made emigrating easier and more 
tempting? 
 
One participant commented that there needs to be an independent platform to support 
governance and civil rights in Armenia.  She said, “There are issues of trust in relation 
to Armenian politicians due to corruption”.  She explained how she has been trying to 
engage with civil society in Armenia but found it is very difficult and it is important to 
gain the trust of the people in Armenia.  

	  
 


