Nouneh Sarkissian has generously offered this charming
fable for our newsletter's new section for children and
youth. An English summary by Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian
follows.
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SUMMARY OF ORIGINAL ARMENIAN FABLE

Heroes

Nouneh Sarkissian
Story & illustration

Two hard-working ants decided to build a column to
reach the Sun and thus become heroes.

They started gathering firewood and soon enlisted the
help of the farm dog who also had developed an ambi-
tion to reach the Sun and become a hero in his turn.

Surprised and somewhat put off at being left out, the
rhinoceros joined the effort and soon the column
reached the sky, swaying left and right, back and
front, under its increasing weight.

"What is this, are you leaving me behind? Why

should I remain here and get bored? I shall now get
my suitcase ready and join you in your climb," said
the elephant.

The two ants did not object. They donned their para-
chutes and quietly began their climb. The farm dog,
the rhinoceros and the elephant followed.

While climbing, the ants were wondering what their
future would be like, once they reach the Sun and
become heroes.

The dog was dreaming of reaching the Sun, becom-

ing a hero and receiving a medal for his achievement.

The rhinoceros was muttering to himself, "Look at
them. They want to become heroes without me. That
is out of the question; am | not the most important
and most wise?"

Climbing the column, the elephant was thinking, "I
am glad | saw what was afoot and caught up with
them. What would have they done without me? | am
the king of the beasts and their great leader."

Under the climbing weight, the long column leaned to
the right, leaned to the left and eventually broke into
pieces and collapsed. The ants landed with their para-
chutes, the dog with a lot of wailing, the rhinoceros
with a huge thud and the elephant with his big case.

They all went about their business, as if nothing had
happened.

A year passed. The ants thought, *"We no longer want
to reach the Sun and become heroes. We want to
work and be happy."

The dog howled all the year round, until he became
the finest howler in the entire world.

The thick-skinned rhinoceros was telling all and
sundry how he travelled high and ‘'met’ the Sun.

The elephant bought a new suitcase and set out for
Africa, saying, "I failed to become a
hero, so perhaps I should get married now."

The two industrious ants worked incessantly and
built a big bridge. They were now hailed by their fel-
low ants as true heroes.

It has always been the case and so it remains now
that in every walk of life, some people work, some
talk and others proclaim to the whole world that they
are the real heroes on this planet. = 2006



