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Screening of Bolis, a short film by Eric Nazarian  
followed by a panel discussion 
!
Friday,	
  27	
  January	
  2012,	
  7:00	
  –	
  8:30	
  pm	
  
Brunei	
  Gallery	
  Lecture	
  Theatre,	
  School	
  of	
  Oriental	
  &	
  African	
  Studies,	
  University	
  of	
  London	
  
Thornhaugh	
  Street,	
  Russell	
  Square,	
  WC1H	
  0XG	
  (Tube:	
  Russell	
  Square)	
  
Recommended	
  donation:	
  £7,	
  concessions	
  £5	
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Entirely shot in Turkey, Bolis  focuses on Armenak, a successful oud  player who travels to Istanbul for the first 
time for a n important musical event. His feelings toward the city, where his Armenian grandfather disappeared 
from on April 24, 1915, are very complex.   Armenak arrives full of prejudice, expecting to hate the place, but 
instead finds it very  familiar. The decision comes naturally to him to search for his grandfatherÕs old musical 
instrument shop with only an old photo and a street name. Is it destiny or coincidence that leads him to his 
destination? Bolis  had its world premiere at the European Capital of Culture fes tival in Istanbul in 2010 as part 
of the omnibus "Do Not Forget Me Istanbul."  

!
Eric Nazarian  was born in the former Soviet Armenia in 1976 and immigrated to Los Angeles with his family in 
1981. A graduate of University of Southern of CaliforniaÕs School of Cinematic Arts, Eric wrote and directed The 
Blue Hour (2007), his first feature film. It pr emiered at San Sebastian International Film Festival, where Eric 
was nominated for the Altadis -New DirectorÕs Award. In 2008, Eric received the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences¨ prestigious Nicholl Fellowship in Screenwriting for his original sc reenplay, Giants. Eric has gone 
on to receive a number of awards around the world for his films and screenwriting and in 2010 was invited to 
make a film in Istanbul as part of the cityÕs European Capital of Culture programme. Bolis  received the Best 
Short Film Award at the 14th Arpa International Film Festival in 2011 and currently on the international film 
festival circuit. As a screenwriter he has adapted the best -selling memoir ÒWild SwansÓ by Jung Chang and is 
currently working on a trilogy of films abo ut globalisation.  

!
SOAS	
  	
  
in	
  association	
  with	
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Calouste	
  Gulbenkian	
  Foundation	
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